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Presidents Message

Jim Harbuck, President
27 Lynwood Place, Moraga

T

he changing of the Guard (so to speak) is in progress for our U.S. Coast Guard adopted
units. In recent weeks we have bid farewell to the following Coast Guard unit commanders. The following have moved on to new assignments:
Captain Cynthia Stowe – Sector San Francisco (to USCG HQ in Washington D.C.)
Sr. Chief Boatswain’s Mate Mark Spillane - USCG Station Vallejo (to USCG Station
Galveston TX)
Sr. Chief Boatswain’s Mate Jason Brisson – Aids to Navigation-SF (to the New York
Area)
Additionally, Captain Jay Jewess, Deputy Commander – Sector San Francisco has retired and has
accepted a position with the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
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To all, we wish them “Fair Winds and Following Seas” and thank them for support of our Council.
As with all changing of the Guard, we welcome the new commanders and their families to the
Bay Area. We look forward to supporting them through our Council activities. A big welcome to:
Captain Gregory Stump – Sector San Francisco
Chief Boatswain’s Mate Paul Wood – USCG Station Vallejo
Chief Boatswain’s Mate Michael McGettrick – Aids to Navigation-SF

Bruce Clegg, Web Master
Tel. (925) 698-4831
Fax (925) 634-4899
Bruce.Clegg@yahoo.com
Web site: www.cccnl.org
_________________________________
Lorraine Hughey, Youth Affairs
1[
W[

2012 Meritorious Council Award: National Headquarters has advised us that our Council has
been selected as a recipient of a 2012 Meritorious Council Award. Our Region, Pacific Central
Region, has over 25 Councils and we were one of the two Councils in the Region to receive this
recognition. Council Performance Awards are presented annually at the National Convention.
Recipients are selected by an Awards Committee appointed by the NLUS President. There are
three levels of Awards: Outstanding, Meritorious & Honorable. Selection criteria includes such
areas as: Membership Retention and Growth; Community Education; Youth Activities; Council &
Public Affairs Activities and Region President Recommendations.
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Our Council was presented with the Award at the National Convention during the Hall of Fame
and Honors Luncheon on Thursday, June 20th. Accepting the award was Mrs. Jeanne Sharkey,
our Immediate Past President and National Director-Emeritus.

Vice Presidents
Communications: Bill Sharkey
Youth Affairs: Lorraine Hughey
Membership: Marge Burns
Secretary: Pam Speka

All Council members should feel justly proud of the Award. Each one of us has contributed, in
some part, to making 2012 a great year (and one that we will build on). So, to each of you I say,
“Bravo Zulu” for the time, effort and financial support you gave to our Council.

Treasurer: Stephen Cruikshank

Well Done, everyone!

_________________________________

Corr. Sec.: Bill Sharkey
Retention: Pam Speka

Immediate Past President
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Jeanne Sharkey

Telephone numbers and addresses of members are protected by the Privacy Act of 1974. As a matter of policy, rosters of names, addresses and telephone numbers shall not be made available to the general public or any outside organization. Privacy of all rosters shall be safeguarded and the page clearly labeled. The
publication of these rosters addresses and telephone numbers on any computer on-line service including the Internet is prohibited by the 1974 Privacy Act.
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Sponsors

No new members this period

W

elcome to the Contra Costa Council! The mission of the Navy League
of the United States is to inform the American people and their government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and
that it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong
sea services —- The United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United
States Coast Guard, and the United States Merchant Marine. Our Goals are:
•

Educate National Leaders and the Nation

•

Support the Men and Women of the Sea Services

•

Provide Assistance to the Sea Services

•

Support Youth Programs

Our Council has activities to meet these objectives, and we welcome your participation and assistance —- a few hours a month. We look forward to meeting
you. in the near future.

Editors Boo Boo: Wow! Fell for the 2013 April fools
spoof, “USS Hornet moves to Pearl Harbor”. It was
well written and my usual authenticator was on vacation. Please accept my apology and I promise to be
more diligent in the future.
The following pages contain one of the best spoofs I
have ever passed along to the boating public both
nationally and internationally. The author Gary Mull
(September 27, 1937–July 14, 1993) ( He was a successful
yacht designer and racer here in the Bay Area.
Several years ago I was attending a IOBG Annual
Meeting in Atlantic City N.J. , when a woman at our
luncheon table commented about the following article
she thought was authentic that she gave to a grandson
for presentation to his class ...oops! “The Floating Alcatraz” —- pages, 4 & 5

U.S.C.G. Station Vallejo Annual Cookout

Photo’s by Al Romine

Coast Guard Station Vallejo. Cookout on Friday, June 7, 2013. We also provided some cookies for the Crew at that
time. The change of Command will be the following Friday, June 14, 2013.
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The Infamous Floating Alcatraz story written by Gary Mull in 1990
(Over the years I have been asked about a fabled article relating to “Floating Alcatraz”) George C. Knies
Here now is the story the true story, of Alcatraz.
In the early 1700s, when the Spanish first began exploring what is now Northern California,
they came upon San Francisco Bay and were
stunned by its beauty and obvious advantages
as a safe harbor as tourists are still stunned
today. That it would make a fabulous harbor for
a settlement was clear even at first glance. A
small Spanish settlement was begun, and western civilization had come to San Francisco Bay.
Father Junipero Serra and others began
preaching their wares and the settlement prospered. The Spanish were concerned about
protecting their settlements and trading posts,
and began looking around for a suitable place
to install a small garrison. A large promontory in
the area that is now Baker Beach was selected
as the best place to build a fort to protect the
entrance to the Bay.
For a number of years, a garrison which varied
from a little over 50 to well over 600 men
manned the fort on that promontory, guarding
the Bay against unwanted incursions.

Luckily, for some reason, it seems fairly stable
in its present “upright” position, and the Spanish fort was not damaged, although the garrison
was pretty shaken psychologically to find themselves winding up six miles further east at the
end of the storm.

moved to its present location, using the original
Spanish anchor chains and anchors to secure
it. The original Spanish chain was a fantastic
piece of iron work, apparently forged by one of
those magnificent steam forges in use during
that time. The links are severely worn away
where they would join with one another. The
In those days, of course, science was a good
links were raised by a fisherman in 1923 when
deal less highly developed than it is now, and
he fouled it with his gear. The link will soon be
the Spanish saw this as an omen warning them
on display next to the section of cable from the
that the way they were treating the native inGolden Gate Bridge in the San Francisco
habitants of the area was not in keeping with
Golden Gate Bridge museum.
the Christian beliefs they espoused and many
students of the social sciences and the history
Anchoring
of that time are convinced that this gave rise to
The original Spanish anchoring array was a
the incredible efforts to treat the natives more
group of three anchors at approximately equal
kindly by establishing missions and churches
angles from the island, which served until the
up and down the coast for their education and
famous attempted escape from Alcatraz prison
betterment. In any case, the Spanish fort and
portrayed in the movie with Clint Eastwood.
garrison stayed in that location for a long while,
as can be seen in the very well known mural at It is interesting to note that, at that time, even
though Alcatraz was no longer used by the
Mission Isabella which shows the fort in that
location and, of course, shows no island where Federal Bureau of Corrections, they still had a
we now have Alcatraz. When I first visited Mis- secrecy blanket on the fact that the basic consion Isabella and looked at the mural, for a long stituent of the island was pumice. The reason
for this, of course, is that they thought they
while I couldn’t figure out what looked so odd
might very well need the prison later on and
about it. Of course, the City of San Francisco
with the built up skyline, Coit Tower, the Pyra- didn’t want this fact to be known. Frank Morris,
mid, and the Golden Gate Bridge are not there, the con who escaped from the island apparently had done his homework, and in the movie
and it is interesting to see a view of the area
where you see him digging through supposedly
when there was nothing but hills, grass, etc.
However, it finally dawned on me that Alcatraz rotting concrete, in fact he actually dug through
Island was missing, and this was another clue pumice, which is quite soft. The Hollywood filmthat had not been connected previously to ex- makers had to rewrite those details to keep the
secret.
plain the mystery

It was in the great storm of 1772 that the Spanish discovered that the promontory on which
they had built their fort was not attached to the
mainland, but actually seemed to be what is
called now in geological circles a floating island. In fact, they had built their fort on what
apparently was a large pumice plug, blown
loose at some time from a volcano in some
gigantic eruption. There are theories that the
volcano in question is Mount Rainier, which
was certainly far more active in prehistoric
It was in the mid-1800s when California betimes than it is today.
came a state that the U.S. federal government
Pumice, as everyone knows, is a fairly light,
decided to move the fort and garrison from
very porous rock having a density of just about China Beach further into the Bay to what is now
58 pounds per cubic foot, or a little more than called Fort Point.
10 percent lighter than seawater. In other
Very few people realize that Fort Point derived
words, this stone can actually float, as is usuits name from the original fort built on the pumally demonstrated in high school physics class.
ice plug rather than the fort that was built on
In fact, as it turns out, what we call Alcatraz
solid land later on.
Island is not an island at all, but a very large
hunk of some prehistoric eruption which is com- The fort was rebuilt and expanded, I think, in
posed mainly of pumice at its core but, of
about 1865 or so, at which time the old fort was
course, with crusts of heavier igneous rocks in completely torn down to make way for the new
its shell. It isn’t as buoyant as a ping-pong ball, one. The U.S. Army took advantage of an exbut it is buoyant enough, as the Spaniards dis- tremely high tide and decided to move the fort
covered in the 1772 storm, when the waves
even further into the Bay and anchored it offwashed what we now call Alcatraz Island off
shore. It served as a perfect blocking fort for
the beach and moved it farther east, even
the San Francisco Bay entrance, but as there
became less and less need for a fort, it was
closer to the Bay entrance.
CCCNL.org
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Obviously, no one that I know of has actually
ever seen “rotten” concrete. It is one of the glories of Hollywood that they were able to make
so many people go along with the gag that he
used a soup spoon from the mess hall to supposedly dig through “rotten” concrete. In fact,
he was digging through pumice, as many of us
have done in high school or college classes.
Apparently what had tipped Morris on to the
idea was that he had noticed from his cell window that, on a strong ebb tide in the spring
when there was a lot of water flowing down
from the rivers to augment the ebb tide, the
island seemed much closer to San Francisco
than usual.
He made a very crude surveyor’s instrument
which he could use from his cell window, and
determined that during certain combinations of
Continued next page ►

CCCNL.org

The new anchor array was installed under the guise of yet another
Army Corps of Engineers survey of the area. The anchors and cables
were laid during the early morning hours, when the fewest people might
Apparently he thought this was just the margin he needed to assure his
be around. One side benefit from this last operation was that the cable
ability to swim to shore. Most sailors here in the Bay have had similar
layer was easily converted to its present use, and we have all seen it at
experiences with the island moving somewhat in tidal currents. Who
one time or another wandering around the Bay collecting flotsam, jethasn’t had the experience of feeling certain that they could sail to
sam, and debris in the forward scoop area in which used to be mounted
weather of the island without a tack, only to find at the last minute that
the stainless cable laying guides.
the island had moved just enough to force a tack offshore?
The future of Alcatraz is somewhat uncertain. Although not made
This attempted escape gave the prison authorities serious worries and
broadly public, there was apparently some talk a few years back about
led them to request that the Army Corps of Engineers do a more careful
moving Alcatraz once again, either somewhere into the South Bay or
survey of the area around Alcatraz in which they found that one of the
perhaps up in the shoals near San Rafael, or even as far up as Carold Spanish anchors had dragged considerably. The drift, together with
quinez to serve as a place on which the federal or state government, it
the wearing between the links, had added this approximately 200-yard
was never clear which, would build low-cost housing.
slack in the anchoring system. It is not known for certain, but there was
some suspicion that the anchor chain might very well have been
Unfortunately, as it turned out, owing to the silting upon the Bay from
snagged by a Japanese midget submarine, however, that is a totally
soils carried down from the rivers, Alcatraz seems to be firmly aground
at present and the next tide high enough to float it once again will come
unsubstantiated rumor.
in the year 2014.
As is usual with anything federal, the original budget for replacing the
anchoring array with more modern equipment began at an estimated
By that time, it is hoped that we will have found some other way to deal
cost of $32 million, and wound up costing you and me, the taxpayers,
with the problems of the homeless and the need for low-cost housing,
nearly $182 million, including the casting of four stainless steel anchors, but it certainly would be grand to see the Bay once again open as it
each weighing about 26 tons, and connected to the island with
was when the Spanish explorers first came here.
stainless steel cables and a rather sophisticated water cylinder damp- © Copyright 1995, BAY & DELTA YACHTSMAN
ing system.
ebb tide and river flow, the island actually moved nearly 160 yards
closer to the San Francisco shore.

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR AN “OLD MARINE”

Pot Pourri G

Bill Sharkey

unnery Sergeant Don S. Tennenbaum, a member of the “Chosen
Few”, survivors of the horrendous mid-winter battle in the snow and
ice-covered mountains of North Korea during the Korean War, was
remembered at a memorial service held May 17th, just 15 days after his 84th birthday. The service was held at The
Trilogy community in Rio Vista, his home.
An Honor Guard of personnel from the USMC Reserve Center in Concord (our Concord Marines) performed the
ceremony presenting Old Glory to Don’s widow, Susan. Many of his friends, several former Marines, and family
members described the “Old Gunny” as they had known him over the years. Attending from the Concord Marines, in addition to the Honor Guard, was Captain Caitlin Ferrarell, Officer in Charge, and Gunnery Sergeant
Guzman. “Gunny Don” was a longtime member of the Contra Costa Council, NLUS.

S.F. Sector Deputy Commander Retires

Bill Sharkey

C

aptain Jay Jewess, USCG, was retired from the Coast Guard after 31 years of service, his most recent assignment as Deputy Commander, Sector San Francisco, an adopted active duty unit of the Contra Costa
Council. The May 24th ceremony was held at Yerba Buena Island, headquarters of the Sector. His retirement follows by a couple months the transfer of Captain Cynthia Stowe, former Sector Commander, to Washington, D.C.
Captain Jewess was a career Coast Guard aviator with assignments early in his career at sea. He
Graduated from the Coast Guard Academy in 1986 and was designated an aviator in 1989. He holds a Bachelor of
Science in Marine Engineering and Naval Architecture. He graduated with honors and a Master’s Degree from the
University of Purdue/Krannert School of Management. During his career he served in many locations from Kodiak, Alaska to Houston, Texas and Astoria, Oregon. Four deployments to the Bering Sea in search and rescue,
law enforcement and fisheries protection were included. Captain Jewess will transition to a new career with
FEMA.
Rear Admiral Karl Schultz, USCG, Commander of District 11, presided at the ceremony on a beautiful day on
Yerba Buena Island before a large gathering of friends and shipmates of Jewess.

Continued next page ►
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U.S.C.G. Station Vallejo Change of Command

Photo’s by Al Romine

new New O-in-C Chief B’s Mate ,Paul Hunt
CCCNL.org
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U.S.C.G. Station Vallejo Change of Command
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HOW TO SIMULATE BEING IN THE NAVY
1. Buy a dumpster, paint it gray inside and out, and live in it for six
months.
(1a. Submarines - Black outside Pea Green inside)
2. Run all the pipes and wires in your house exposed on the walls.
3. Repaint your entire house every month.
4. Renovate your bathroom. Build a wall across the middle of the
bathtub and move the shower head to chest level. When you take
showers, make sure you turn off the water while you soap down.
5. Put lube oil in your humidifier and set it on high.
6. Once a week, blow air up your chimney, with a leaf blower and let
the wind carry the soot onto your neighbor's house. Ignore his complaints.
7. Once a month, take all major appliances apart and reassemble
them.
8. Raise the thresholds and lower the headers of your front and back
doors so that you either trip or bang your head every time you pass
through them.
9. Disassemble and inspect your lawnmower every week.
10. On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, turn your water heater
temperature up to 200 degrees. On Tuesdays and Thursdays, turn the
water heater off. On Saturdays and Sundays tell your family they use
too much water, so no bathing will be allowed.
11. Raise your bed to within 6 inches of the ceiling, so you can't turn
over without getting out and then getting back in.
12. Sleep on the shelf in your closet. Replace the closet door with a
curtain. Have your spouse whip open the curtain about 3 hours after
you go to sleep, shine a flashlight in your eyes, and say "Sorry,
wrong rack."
13. Make your family qualify to operate each appliance in your
house- dishwasher operator, blender technician, etc. Re-qualify every
6 months.
14. Have your neighbor come over each day at 0500, blow a whistle
so loud Helen Keller could hear it, and shout "Reveille, reveille, all
hands heave out and trice up."
15. Have your mother-in-law write down everything she's going to do
the following day, then have her make you stand in your back yard at
0600 while she reads it to you.
16. Submit a request chit to your father-in-law requesting permission
to leave your house before 1500....... In triplicate.
17. Empty all the garbage bins in your house and sweep the driveway
three times a day, whether it needs it or not. "Now sweepers, sweepers, man your brooms, give the ship a clean sweep down fore and aft,
empty all shit cans and butt kits!"
18. Have your neighbor collect all your mail for a month, read your
magazines, and randomly lose every 5th item before delivering the
rest.
19. Watch no TV except for movies played in the middle of the night
Have your family vote on which movie to watch, then show a different one-- the same one every night.
20. When your children are in bed, run into their room with a megaphone shouting "Now general quarters, general quarters! All hands
man your battle stations!"
21. Make your family's menu a week ahead of time without consulting the pantry or refrigerator.
22. Post a menu on the kitchen door informing your family that they
are having steak for dinner. Then make them wait in line for an
hour. When they finally get to the kitchen, tell them you are out of
steak, but they can have dried ham or hot dogs. Repeat daily until
they ignore the menu and just ask for hot dogs.
23. Bake a cake. Prop up one side of the pan so the cake bakes unevenly. Spread icing real thick to level it off.

24. Get up every night around midnight and have a peanut butter
and jelly sandwich on stale bread.. (mid rats)
25. Set your alarm clock to go off at random during the night. At the
alarm, jump up and dress as fast as you can, making sure to button
your top shirt button and tuck your pants into your socks. Run out
into the backyard, uncoil the garden hose and put out a simulated
fire.
26. Every week or so, throw your cat or dog into the pool and shout....
"Man overboard, port side!" Rate your family members on how fast
they respond.
27. Put the headphones from your stereo on your head, but don't
plug them in. Hang a paper cup around your neck on a string. Stand
in front of the stove, and speak into the paper cup, "Stove manned
and ready." After an hour or so, speak into the cup again "Stove
secured." Roll up the headphones and paper cup and stow them in a
shoe box.
28. Make your family turn out all the lights and go to bed at 10 p.m.
"Now taps, taps! Lights out! Maintain silence throughout the ship!"
Then immediately have an 18-wheeler crash into your house. (For
aircraft carrier sailors.)
29. Build a fire in a trash can in your garage. Loudly announce to
your family, "This is a drill, this is a drill! Fire in hangar bay one!"
30. Place a podium at the end of your driveway. Have your family
stand in front of the podium for 4-hour intervals. (Best done when
the weather is worst. January is a good time.)
31. Next time there's a bad thunderstorm in your area, find the biggest horse you can, put a two-inch mattress on his back, strap yourself to it and turn him loose in a barn for six hours. Then get up and
go to work.
32. For former engineers: bring your lawn mower into the living
room, and run it all day long.
33. Make coffee using eighteen scoops of budget priced coffee
grounds per pot, and let the pot simmer for 5 hours before drinking.
34. Have someone under the age of ten give you a haircut with sheep
shears.
35. Sew the back pockets of your jeans onto the front.
36. Add 1/3 cup of diesel fuel to the laundry.
37. Take hourly readings on your electric and water meters.
38. Every couple of weeks, dress up in your best clothes and go to the
scummiest part of town. Find the most run down, trashiest bar and
drink beer until you are hammered. Then walk all the way home.
39. Lock yourself and your family in the house for six weeks. Tell
them that at the end of the 6th week you'll take them to Disney World
for liberty. At the end of the 6th week, inform them the trip to Disney
World has been canceled because they need to get ready for an inspection, and it will be another week before they can leave the house.
The Navy was like another planet with its own languages, customs,
and rules. If you accepted and trained, then someday what seemed
like insanity became genius and you wondered why anyone would
live their life any differently.
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A Typical Week for USCG Sector San Francisco

Bill Sharkey

Maratime Safety
Respond to 32 search and rescue cases, save six lives and $177,000 property, issue permits for 22 marine events, inspect 14 commercial vessels and 50 containers.
Maritime Security
Conduct 140 Critical Infrastructure /Security Zone Patrols, three facility spot checks, and nine port security boarding's.
Protection of Natural Resources
Conduct 10 pollution investigations and seven casualty investigations
Maritime Mobility
Facilitate arrival of 7.5 million barrels of oil, monitor 2,000 vessel transits and maintain 10 Aids to Navigation.
Maritime Law Enforcement
Conduct 40 general law enforcement boarding's.
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Marin Headlands Tour

Bill Sharkey

T

wenty-seven Navy Leaguers and guests from Contra Costa and Sonoma County Councils joined on May 4
to tour the NIKE site at the Marin Headlands before heading to the Marine Mammal Center for an escorted
tour of that very busy ‘hospital’ for sick or injured mammals of the sea.. The tour was planned by Roger
and Holly Meininger, with visitors bringing bag luncheons at the NIKE site. We had an escorted detailed briefing
of how the NIKE missiles were installed to protect the West Coast from Soviet bombers during the Cold War era
after World War Two. Tensions were very high during that period, and the NIKE was developed to intercept any
potential raiders before they reached our land area.

DATES TO REMEMBER

2013 Event Schedule

Jun. 04 Battle of Midway, 1942
Jun. 07 Jap’s invade the Aleutian
Islands, 1942

Jul.

No Council Board Meeting

Aug. 22

U.S. Coast Guard Birthday Dinner

Oct. 24

USN/USMC Birthday Dinner

Jun. 15 First B-29 raid on Japan,
1944

Dec. 05

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Dinner

Jun. 16 Fathers Day

To be scheduled: Aids to Navigation-SF Cook-out

Jun. 21 Summer begins
Jun. 22 Jap’s resistance ends on
Okinawa

CCCNL.org

Jul. 04

Independence Day

Jul. 10

1,000 bomber raids
against Japan begin, 1945

Jul. 14

First U.S.Naval bom
bardment of Jap home
land, 1945

Jul. 16

First atomic bomb successfully tested in U.S.,
1945

Jul. 29

USS Indianapolis sunk
by Jap loss of 881, 1945
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Contra Costa Council of the
Navy League of the U.S.
4551 Alhambra Way
Martinez, CA 94553–4405

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Please enroll me as a Navy Leaguer Today!

I am not a U.S. Citizen □ I am a U.S. Citizen □
Type of Membership ( Please Check One):

__________________________________________________________________________________

Name(s) (Mr., Mrs., Dr. etc.) First Name

Middle Initial

Last Name

__________________________________________________________
Name of Spouse: (Mr., Mrs., etc.) First Name, Middle Initial, Last Name

Indvidual One Year Membership…………$50.00
Joint Husband/Wife One Year .………….. $85.00
Individual Two Year Membership………..$90.00
Individual three Year Membership……...$125.00
Individual Life Membership……………...$500.00

_________________________________________________________
Address: Number,

Street Name, (Apt., Ste., P.O. Box)

Date of birth

________________________________________________________
City

State

Business Phone

Associate One Year (non US citizen)…….$50.00
Method of payment:
Check enclosed (Made payable to: NLUS) or
VISA

E-Mail

_________________________________________________________
Sponsor’s Last Name Sponsor’s Membership #

Active Duty Military Spouse………………$30.00

Zip code (+4)

_________________________________________________________
Home Phone

Joint Husband/Wife Life Membership….$750.00

New Member in Council

MAIL APPLICATION TO: Marge Burns
3612 Grand Ave., Oakland CA 94610
CCCNL.org

Mastercard

AMEX

______________________________________________
Card #
Exp. Date
______________________________________________
Signature
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