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Presidents Message

H

appy New Year to you and yours. We had a great program in 2012
and are looking forward to an event filled 2013. Your Board of Directors held their annual planning mtg on January 12th and are looking
at a year filled with many activities. The dinner events have all been approved
and here are the dates as presently planed. Please mark your calendar.
Wednesday, February 20:
Installation Dinner (Rear Admiral Castillo will be
our guest speaker). By now you should have received a flyer:

Jim Harbuck, President
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jharbuck118@gmail.com
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First Vice President VACANT
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Thursday, April 25:
Thursday, August 22:
Thursday, October 24:
Thursday, December 5:

Sea Services Awards dinner
US Coast Guard Birthday dinner
USN/USMC Birthday dinner
Pearl Harbor Remembrance dinner

machbuster2@att.net
_________________________________
Bruce Clegg, Web Master
Te
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Bruce.Clegg@yahoo.com

A Council Membership Directory is at the printer and will be available shortly. A selfdirected committee of several Board members spent considerable effort to validate
the Council member names and contact information. They all deserve a Bravo Zulu for
their efforts.

Web site: www.cccnl.org
_________________________________
Lorraine Hughey, Youth Affairs
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The Board is also reviewing possible activities with your sponsored Sea Service units
and Sea Cadets. As the program is finalized, we will provide you with the details.

lorrainehughey@att.net
_________________________________
Sea Chant Delivery Crew
Posting: Betty Wyrick

I would like to designate 2013 as an “All hands on Deck” year. The only way we can be
successful in preparing, executing and enjoying all the functions that occur during the
year, is through dedicated and hard work by the Board and other Council members. To
accomplish this we need more volunteers with an individual commitment to insure our
Council is at the forefront of the Bay Area Navy League efforts.

Courier: Pete Van Putten
________________________________
Sunshine Committee Chair
Gynithe LaSalle
_________________________________
Vice Presidents
Communications: Bill Sharkey

Green Bay Packers Coach, Vince Lombardi, is quoted as saying, “Individual commitment to group effort – that is what makes a team work, a company work, a society
work, a civilization work.”. I think he says it all – I look forward to your commitment to
help us continue the great work of our Council.
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Youth Affairs: Lorraine Hughey
Membership: Jack & Gynithe LaSalle
Secretary: Pam Speka
Treasurer: Stephen Cruikshank
Corr. Sec.: Bill Sharkey
_________________________________
Immediate Past President
Jeanne Sharkey

Telephone numbers and addresses of members are protected by the Privacy Act of 1974. As a matter of policy, rosters of names, addresses and telephone numbers shall not be made available to the general public or any outside organization. Privacy of all rosters shall be safeguarded and the page clearly labeled. The
publication of these rosters addresses and telephone numbers on any computer on-line service including the Internet is prohibited by the 1974 Privacy Act.
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Photographers

Al Romine, CCCNLUS
George Knies, CCCNLUS
Members

Sponsors

US Sailing Association

Glen & Tiffany Martin, Walnut Creek

Gynithe LaSalle

John H. Hoggard, Danville

Gynithe LaSalle

SPELLING CORRECTION: Judith J. LeBreis

W

elcome to the Contra Costa Council! The mission of the Navy League
of the United States is to inform the American people and their government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and
that it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong
sea services —- The United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United
States Coast Guard, and the United States Merchant Marine. Our Goals are:
•

Educate National Leaders and the Nation

•

Support the Men and Women of the Sea Services

•

Provide Assistance to the Sea Services

•

Support Youth Programs

Editor’s Musing: . Fallout from Navy CO firings.
The military is far too PC these days. Go back to the
days when the role of the military was to go destroy
things and kill people, and allow them to be the non
-PC warriors they should be.
Start teaching personnel discipline and integrity to
your office corps again. That way, you’ll end up
with fewer whiny brats wearing high rank, and your
enlisted folks will actually have someone to look up
to, instead of the less-than-stellar collection they
have now.
I believe once you do those two things you’ll be
raising an officer corps of leaders and will have a
Navy that runs like it used too, with offices, chiefs
and petty officers that are true leaders of men and
women. See article below1

Navy Bumper Boats...Where do we get these Seamen?
Seamanship mishaps NAVY TIMES reports;…………………………………………………………………………...
2007
January 8: Attack submarine Newport News collides with supertanker Mogamigawa. Damage to both vessels,
but no injuries
January 11: Entire US submarine force placed on immediate operational stand down in response to January, 8
incident and December, 29 2006 deaths of two sailors swept off the deck of the attack submarine Minneapolis –
St. Paul while leaving Plymouth England.
May 11: Frigate Samuel the Roberts runs aground near by here Blanca Argentina
May 15: Destroyer Arleigh Burke runs aground off Norfolk, Virginia. No apparent damage CO fired a week
later.
September 19: Frigate Halyburton damages sonar dome after dropping anchor to sink drug boat.
2008
July 27: Dock Landing Ship Pearl Harbor runs aground in Persian Gulf, CO fired.
Oct 23: Destroyer Barry runs aground near Samsun, Turkey. No damage sustained.
2009
February 4: Sailor drowns during faulty boat launch off amphibious transport dock San Antonio in the Gulf of
Aden
February 5: Cruise Port Royal runs aground near Pearl Harbor Hawaii. Extensive damages to hall CO fired
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February 10: Naval surface force Cmdr. Vice Adm. D.C. Curtis orders a safety stand down. In the message
announcing the move he blames recent incidents on quote “poor seamanship and weak navigation skills.”
February 15: Destroyer Lassen strikes a pleasure boat at anchor near Yokosuka, Japan. No one injured, damage is minimal.
March 20: Attack submarine Hartford collides with amphibious transport dock New Orleans in the straight
of Hormuz. Hartford’s sale damaged, the CEO and chief of the boat fired
2010
March: Nigerian patrol boat collides with frigate Samuel B. Roberts. Ships CO fired.
March 20: Destroyer The Sullivans hits poorly while headed into Bahrain. Ship’s bow sustains damage CO
fired.
August 16: Destroyer Shoup collides with 21-foot long motorboat at night off Southern California coast. No
injuries reported, damage minimal.
December 18: Submarine collides with range sonar array. Sub not damaged.
2011
June 21: Sub tender Emery S. land strikes a channel buoy while headed into Bahrain. Damages totaled $1.6
million CO fired.
2012
May 16: Amphibious assault ship Essex collides with oiler Yukon during underway replenishment off Southern California. Essex CO fired.
August 12: Destroyer Porter collides with supertanker Olowasan near Strait of Hormuz. Destroyer’s starboard side smashed, torn open CO fired two an a half weeks later.
October 13: Attack sub Montpelier and cruiser San Jacinte collide during exercise off Florida coast. Both
ships sustained damage.

Annual Christmas Brunch at Sharkeys
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Boater’s Paradise, Except for the (Missing) Boats

I

While not intending to comment on the advisability
and/or success of American policies, it is fair to say that
the well-known chill between the U.S. and Cuban governments has created many consequences. Most obviIt sounds other-worldly doesn’t it? Heck, Earthlings
ous, the U.S. embargo has given the Castro-brothers’
have been boating for millennia, and they boat pretty
Marxist dictatorship a much-needed propaganda-excuse
much everywhere on the planet where a few feet of wafor their generally-failing form of government. Alter will support a vessel. (Florida fan-boaters need only
though Cuba trains so many doctors it exports them to
a puddle to cruise the saw-grass.)
Venezuela in exchange for petroleum products, the CuEverywhere, that is, except Cuba. As these pictures tes- ban government cannot consistently meet the basic
tify, the waters around Havana are beautiful, and Haneeds of its citizens—food, electricity, safe water. Oh,
vana Bay could be--should be--a boater’s paradise. Inand those free elections Fidel promised in 1958…they
stead, seascape photos taken around the Caribbean’s
never came to pass.
largest island appear as though an Adobe Photoshop®
An occasional tanker lumbers into Havana Bay, but
whiz-kid deftly removed all the boats. Nope; aside from
Cuba’s failures and associated restrictions have elimia few, tiny, closely monitored powerless fishing dinnated boating as a hobby and a platform for even halfghies, they just don’t exist.
serious commercial fishing. Boats, of course, would
magine no recreational boating. Imagine no recreational boats. Imagine San Francisco Bay with zero
pleasure boats, today, tomorrow…for decades

Continued next page ►
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allow the island’s charming and enterprising folk to attempt that appealing ninety-mile sail across the Florida
Straits to the Florida Keys. Under the “wet-foot, dry-foot”
policy, immigrants who make it to the U.S. coastline are,
generally, allowed to stay. The Fidelistas cannot and do not
allow that, though some Cubans try the journey on dangerous, hand-built craft or, for about $8,000 per person,
aboard stealthy fast-boats based elsewhere.
One aside: the U.S. Coast Guard has been so successful in

intercepting and discouraging the illicit and sometimescruel transport of Cuban refugees (if detected while under
way, some transport skippers force their illegal human
cargo to abandon ship), much of that activity has shifted
toward Mexico’s shores, where law enforcement is less
effective and, in some cases, believed to be collaborating
with the “runners.” Most Cuban arrivals in Mexico then
take other routes to reach their U.S. objectives

ing Exercise (OPTREX) for the benefit of the Squadron’s cadets. The Division provided instructors, safety perNever forget this, a Chief can become
an Officer, but an Officer can never become a Chief. We have our standards!

CPO Standards

Recollections of a WHITEHAT.
"One thing we weren't aware of at the time, but became evident
as life wore on, was that we learned true leadership from the
finest examples any lad was ever given, Chief Petty Officers.
They were crusty old bastards who had done it all and had been
forged into men who had been time tested over more years than
a lot of us had time on the planet. The ones I remember wore
hydraulic oil stained hats with scratched and dinged-up insignia,
faded shirts, some with a Bull Durham tag dangling out of their
right-hand pocket or a pipe and tobacco reloads in a worn
leather pouch in their hip pockets, and a Zippo that ha d been
everywhere. Some of them came with tattoos on their forearms
that would force them to keep their cuffs buttoned at a Methodist
picnic.
Most of them were as tough as a boarding house steak. A quality required to survive the life they lived. They were, and always
will be, a breed apart from all other residents of Mother Earth.
They took eighteen year old idiots and hammered the stupid
dudes into sailors.
You knew instinctively it had to be hell on earth to have been
born a Chief's kid. God should have given all sons born to
Chiefs a return option.

only furniture was a few packing crates and a couple of Coleman
lamps. Standing in line at a Honolulu cathouse or spending three
hours soaking in a tub in Freemantle, smoking cigars, and getting loaded. It was our history. And we dreamed of being just like
them because they were our heroes. When they accepted you
as their shipmate, it was the highest honor you would ever receive in your life. At least it was clearly that for me. They were
not men given to the prerogatives of their position.

You would find them with their sleeves rolled up, shoulder-toshoulder with you in a stores loading party. "Hey Chief, no need
for you to be out here tossin' crates in the rain, we can get all
this crap aboard."
"Son, the term 'All hands' means all hands."
"Yeah Chief, but you're no damn kid anymore, you old coot."
"Horsefly, when I'm eighty-five parked in the stove up old Sailors' Home, I'll still be able to kick
your worthless butt from here to fifty feet past the screw guards
along with six of your closest friends." And he probably wasn't
bullshitting.
They trained us. Not only us, but hundreds more just like us. If it
wasn't for Chief Petty Officers, there wouldn't be any U.S. Navy.
There wasn't any fairy godmother who lived in a hollow tree in
the enchanted forest who could wave her magic wand and create a Chief Petty Officer.

A Chief didn't have to command respect. He got it because there Chiefs aren't the kind of guys you thank. Monkeys at the zoo
was nothing else you could give them. They were God's desigdon't spend a lot of time thanking the guy who makes them do
nated hitters on earth.
tricks for peanuts.
We had Chiefs with fully loaded Submarine Combat Patrol Pins,
and combat air crew wings in my day...hard-core Sailors who
remembered lost mates, and still cursed the cause of their
loss...and they were expert at choosing descriptive adjectives
and nouns, none of which their mothers would have endorsed.
At the rare times you saw a Chief topside in dress canvas, you
saw rows of hard-earned, worn and faded ribbons over his
pocket. "Hey Chief, what's that one and that one?" "Oh hell kid, I
can't remember. There was a war on. They gave them to us to
keep track of the campaigns." "We didn't get a lot of news out
where we were. To be honest, we just took their word for it. Hell
son, you couldn't pronounce most of the names of the places we
went. They're all depth charge survival geedunk." "Listen kid,
ribbons don't make you a Sailor." We knew who the heroes
were, and in the final analysis that's all that matters.
Many nights, we sat in the after mess deck wrapping ourselves
around cups of coffee and listening to their stories. They were
light-hearted stories about warm beer shared with their running
mates in corrugated metal sheds at resupply depots where the

Appreciation of what they did, and who they were, comes with
long distance retrospect. No young lad takes time to recognize
the worth of his leadership. That comes later when you have
experienced poor leadership or let's say, when you have the
maturity to recognize what leaders should be, you find that
Chiefs are the standard by which you measure all others.
They had no Academy rings to get scratched up. They butchered the King's English. They had become educated at the other
end of an anchor chain from Copenhagen to Singapore . They
had given their entire lives to the U.S. Navy. In the progression
of the nobility of employment, Chief Petty Officer heads the
list. So, when we ultimately get our final duty station assignments and we get to wherever the big Chief of Naval Operations
in the sky assigns us, if we are lucky, Marines will be guarding
the streets. I don't know about that Marine propaganda bullshit,
but there will be an old Chief in an oil-stained hat and a cigar
stub clenched in his teeth standing at the brow to assign us our
bunks and tell us where to stow our gear... and we will all be
young again, and the damn coffee will float a rock.
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NTSB: Coast Guard needs tighter drug, alcohol testing

T

he Coast Guard needs to tighten drug and alcohol testing To highlight the Coast Guard’s problem, the NTSB cited five
standards in the event of a mishap, the National Transpor- cases from recent years:
tation Safety Board said in a strongly worded letter issued
▀ Hong Kong registered container ship struck a tower of the San
November 27 to, Commandant Adm. Bob Papp.
Francisco Oakland Bay Bridge, spilling more than 53,000 gallons
Merchant mariners are required to perform breast tests within
of fuel November 7, 2007 none of the four vessel traffic service
two hours of an accident and provide urine samples within 32
watch-standers, a mix of Coast Guard and civilian workers, were
hours according to 46 Code of Federal Regulations 4.06 – 3,
asked to submit blood, urine or breath samples because the comwhich governs requirements for alcohol and drug testing follow- manding officer of the Coast Guard sector San Francisco said
ing a serious Marine incident. Exceptions to the civilian Marine
“he was not aware of any policy whatsoever,” according to the
policy are only granted if safety is a concern.
letter.
Ships are also required to have alcohol – testing devices on
board.

▀ A small Coast Guard response boat collided with a passenger
vessel December 5, 2009, in Charleston harbor, South Carolina
injuring four people on the passenger vessel all three Coast
Those rules do not apply to the Coast Guard, and what policies
Guard crewmembers were tested for drugs within 18 hours, but
and service does have in place are vague, according to the NTSB
only the coxswain was tested for alcohol. The other two crew
letter signed by Chairman Deborah Hersman.
members were the lookouts and were never tested
For coast guardsmen samples from both drug and alcohol test▀ A ferry collided with icebreaking tug Morro Bay in Block Island
ing need to be collected “as soon as possible after the mishap,”
sound July 2, 2008, causing 60, 000 dollars worth of damage. Beaccording to COMDINST M5100.47.
cause the tug was not carrying any sampling kits on board, the
Drug testing for Coast Guard civilians must be completed within crew was not tested for drugs and alcohol until seven hours later
four hours, according to Department of Transportation order
▀ A law enforcement Coast Guard boat collided with the recrea3910.1D.
tional boat December 20, 2009, in San Diego Bay. An eight-yearThe service has no authority to require alcohol testing of Coast
old boy was killed and four others on the recreational boat were
Guard civilian personnel working in safety sensitive positions
seriously wounded. Coast Guard crewmembers were not tested
like search and rescue or vessel traffic service, according to a
for drugs and alcohol until five hours later.
fact sheet from the safety board. Quote the Coast Guard having
▀ Two large merchant ships collided October 29, 2011, in the
lesser testing standards for its own personnel than for the MariHouston ship Channel. The director of the Houston Galveston
ners it regulates demonstrates a lower level of accountability to
vessel traffic service decided that the VTS watch standers, three
the public,” Hirschman wrote.
Coast Guardsmen and one civilian did not play a role in the acciThe November 27 letter includes three recommendations from
dent, and did not need to be tested. However the Coast Guard
the NTSB to align both Coast Guard and civilian standards and to Capt. of the Port of Houston ordered all for watch standards to be
send out guidance within the Coast Guard so it’s clear to comtested the civilian was not tested for alcohol. The military watch
manding officers who to test and how to test them.
standards were supposed to be tested for alcohol, but never were
The letter asks for a response from Papp within 90 days.

Regarding all these cases, Novak pointed out “that there were no
Papp was unable to immediately respond to the letter because of suspicious, allegations, evidence or findings that either alcohol
or drugs were involved or were a factor in the accidents.”
a trip overseas, said Cmdr. Richard Wester, the commandant’s
press assistance.
Lisa Novak, a Coast Guard spokeswoman, said the service welcomes the letter.
“In light of these NTSB recommendations, several program offices at the Coast Guard are working together to review and
evaluate our current standards and practices,” she wrote in an
email.
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2013 Event Schedule
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Jan. 16
Council Board Meeting—USMC Reserve
Training Center—Concord, 2013 Event Planning

DATES TO REMEMBER

1943 U.S. Army
January 02
takes Burma on New Guinea

1942 Japs invade
Feb. 20
Installation Dinner Zio Fraedo’s Rear Admiral January 11
Joseph (Pepe) Castillo, USCG Depuity Commander, USCG Dutch East Indies and Bormeo
1942 German—
January 18
Pacific Area, guest speaker

Mar. 04
Council Board Meeting—USMC Reserve
Training Center—Concord

Activity to be scheduled 2013
Visit to Naval Air Station—Fallon Nevada

Jap — Italian agreement signed in
Berlin
January 20

Inauguration Day

January 21
King Jr. Day

Martin Luther

January 28
opens

1945 Burma Road

February 02

Groundhog Day

February 10
Year

Chinese New

February 13

Ash Wednesday

February 14

Valentines Day

February 18

President’s Day

February 19
U.S. Marines invade Iwo Jima

E

President RooseFebruary 22
velt orders General MacArthur
out of the Philippines

V
E

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION - NEW MEMBERS!!

N

Introducing the 2013 New Year
Membership Contest!

T
S

The 4th Quarter 2012 Membership Contest was so popular, we're ringing in the
New Year with one more opportunity to win an Apple® iPad™ 2! While we're tallying the results of the 2012 contest, you can start recruiting new members for one
more chance to win in January. Enter the code PAD2013 on any paper or online
membership application. See the contest form, on page 55 of the January, 2013
SEAPOWER Almanac for contest rules and details.
If you have any questions, please contact Salvador Chairez at
schairez@navyleague.org. Good luck!
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Contra Costa Council of the
Navy League of the U.S.
4551 Alhambra Way
Martinez, CA 94553–4405

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Please enroll me as a Navy Leaguer Today!

I am not a U.S. Citizen □ I am a U.S. Citizen □
Type of Membership ( Please Check One):

__________________________________________________________________________________

Name(s) (Mr., Mrs., Dr. etc.) First Name

Middle Initial

Last Name

__________________________________________________________
Name of Spouse: (Mr., Mrs., etc.) First Name, Middle Initial, Last Name

Indvidual One Year Membership…………$50.00
Joint Husband/Wife One Year .………….. $85.00
Individual Two Year Membership………..$90.00
Individual three Year Membership……...$125.00
Individual Life Membership……………...$500.00

_________________________________________________________
Address: Number,

Street Name, (Apt., Ste., P.O. Box)

Date of birth

________________________________________________________
City

State

Business Phone

E-Mail

_________________________________________________________
Sponsor’s Last Name Sponsor’s Membership #

Active Duty Military Spouse………………$30.00
Associate One Year (non US citizen)…….$50.00
Method of payment:

Zip code (+4)

_________________________________________________________
Home Phone

Joint Husband/Wife Life Membership….$750.00

New Member in Council

MAIL APPLICATION TO: James B. Harbuck
27 Lynwood Place, Moraga, CA 94556-1336

Check enclosed (Made payable to: NLUS) or
VISA

Mastercard

AMEX

______________________________________________
Card #
Exp. Date
______________________________________________
Signature
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