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President’s Message

I

hope you all had an opportunity to attend or view the many activities
of Fleet Week. Thanks to the new committee for 2010, headed by retired Major General Mike Myatt, USMC, there was a plethora of &avy,
Coast Guard and Canadian ships in port, most of which were open for
tours.
As usual, there are rave reviews from our members who saw the Blue Angels, always special. Even the newspapers and other media had feature stories about Fleet Week, not just the usual comments and complaints about
the noise the Blue Angels make over The City.
Our latest news is that our Buoy Tender ASPE& will be back by mid&ovember after serving in the Gulf of Mexico on oil spill activity. She has
to go into dry dock for hull cleaning before heading back to her berth at
Yerba Buena Island. There is a long line needing a dry docking.
Other good news is that our Contra Costa Council is going to adopt a &avy
44, a beautiful sailing vessel (more about her in another article) at our October 28 US&/USMC ‘birthday’ dinner. In the near future we hope some of
our more adventurous members will have an opportunity to sail her.
Our Sea Cadets will have an opportunity for a real ‘ship’ experience. Our
George Knies and Bill Kinsey have been instrumental in hooking us up with
the UC Berkeley &ROTC in this effort.
My best wishes to all of you. Please take a deep breath as the holiday season is upon us.

Jeanne Sharkey
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Members

Sponsors

Pamela K. Speka — Martinez

Marge Burns

W

elcome to the Contra Costa Council! The mission of the Navy League of
the United States is to inform the American people and their government
that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that it’s national
defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services —- The
United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard, and the
United States Merchant Marine. Our Goals are:
•

Educate National Leaders and the Nation

•

Support the Men and Women of the Sea Services

•

Provide Assistance to the Sea Services

•

Support Youth Programs

Our Council has activities to meet these objectives, and we welcome your participation
and assistance —- a few hours a month. We look forward to meeting you in the near
future.

U.S. 5TH FLEET AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY Flight operations from the flight deck of the aircraft carrier USS
Harry S. Truman (CVN 75). The Harry S. Truman Carrier
Strike Group is deployed supporting maritime security operations and theater security cooperation efforts
in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility. (U.S. Navy
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class
Kilho Park)

REPORT FAULTS COAST GUARD FOR FATAL CRASH:

A

Coast Guard investigating officer has found no legal justification for a deadly collision last year between a Coast Guard boat
(33-foot special purpose craft) and a smaller vessel before a holiday parade in San Diego.

Cmdr. J.R. Hamilton USCG issued the report after reviewing evidence last week against three Coast Guard members
charged in the December crash that killed 8-year-old boy.

The collision occurred as boats were gathered for an annual Christmas boat parade. The Coast Guard boat was responding to a report of a
grounded vessel when it rammed a pleasure boat.
The report says the Coast Guard should have known that driving the boat fast in a crowded harbor would be dangerous.

Coast Guard Auxiliary & Sea Cadet OPTREX
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CAPTAIN Cynthia L. Stowe, Sector San Francisco
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Jim Harbuck, 1st VP
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C

aptain Cynthia L. Stowe, U.S. Coast Guard was
guest speaker at our August 20 Coast Guard dinner
at the Lafayette Veterans Memorial Building. Captain Stowe assumed command of Sector San Francisco a
week prior to her presentation. Her talk covered her responsibilities as Sector Commander and is detailed herein: Sector
Commander is the position title of the commanding officer
of a United States Coast Guard Sector, usually of the rank of
Captain (O-6). The Sector Commander's second-in command is the Deputy Sector Commander. Also reporting directly to the Sector Commander are the Command Master
Chief (CMC), the Senior Reserve Officer, and the Sector's
Auxiliary Coordinator.

In the event of an emergency, the Sector Commander has
broad authority to act as necessary without additional authorization and acts as coordinator among other major Federal agencies in the maritime area of responsibility. However, the Sector Commander must consider federal laws and
the Code of Federal Regulations in making decisions in nonemergencies.

In accordance with 33 CFR 1.01-30 the Sector Commander
serves as Captain of the Port enforcing within his/hers respective areas port safety and security and marine environmental protection regulations, including, without limitation,
regulations for the protection and security of vessels, harbors, and waterfront facilities; anchorages; security zones;
Unless otherwise assigned, the Sector Commander serves as safety zones; regulated navigation areas; deepwater ports;
the Captain of the Port (COTP), Federal Maritime Security water pollution; and ports and waterways safety.
Coordinator (FMSC), Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection
Captain Stowe covered the area of her responsibility here in
(OCMI), Search and Rescue Mission Coordinator (SMC),
the Bay Area. We appreciate her participation at our dinner
and maritime Federal On Scene Coordinator (FOSC).
especially considering her short term in her new command.

Distinguished Admiral to Speak at Pearl Harbor Remembrance Dinner

R

ear Admiral Winston W. Copeland, Jr., USN (ret), a distinguished and decorated Naval
Aviator, will be the honored guest and speaker at the third Pearl Harbor Remembrance
dinner on December 8 at the Lafayette Veterans Memorial Building, coordinated by the
Contra Costa Council, NLUS, and veterans groups in the area.
Pearl Harbor Survivors, veterans and active duty personnel are being invited to join us for this
event which is the only such commemoration held in Contra Costa County. “We feel it is important to remember the tragedy of the Pearl Harbor attack, even though it was 69 years ago.
We must never allow our nation to be vulnerable as we were then,” Jeanne Sharkey, President
of the Contra Costa Council stated, as she encouraged participation by the community.
Admiral Copeland, now the head of his consulting firm focusing on executive coaching, leadership growth and business development, is the recipient of the Silver Star for gallantry,
Bronze Star with Combat V and numerous other citations and awards. He retired in 2000 and
served as Director of the Strategic Program Business Office for Sun Microsystems and later as
account executive for the Boeing National Account.
The Admiral’s last active duty assignment before retiring was as Commander of the Theodore
Roosevelt Battle Group fighting two wars on one deployment in Europe. His career included
duty as a carrier fighter pilot with 300 combat missions and over 1,300 carrier landings, an instructor at the “Top Gun” school, a test pilot during initial flight testing of the F/A-18 Hornet
and he had more than 5,000 hours in 30 different types of aircraft.
‘Cope’, as he is known, holds a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering from Virginia
Polytechnic Institute, and masters degrees from the University of Southern California and the
Naval War College. He resides in San Jose with his wife and family. ©
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SEA CADETS— DIABLO SQUADRON/TRAINING SHIP CONCORD
U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps & Division 5 Team Up for Sea Cadet OPTREX
Bill Kinsey, (Photos) Shannon Gomez, USNSCC

D

iablo Squadron/Training Ship Concord of the USNSCC and U.S. Coast
Guard Auxiliary Division 5 teamed
up at Brannan Island State Recreation Area on August
21, 2010 to conduct an Operations Training Exercise
(OPTREX) for the benefit of the Squadron’s cadets.
The Division provided instructors, safety personnel
and assets, and planning support, and the Squadron
provided boats, instructors, provisions, and most important, the cadets. 24 cadets, ages 11 through 17, took
part in the event, which included a two-night bivouac
on the island as well as a full day of small boat operations and shore-side instructional stations. 17 Coast
Guard Auxiliary personnel in various capacities
ashore and afloat served alongside 12 of the Squadron’s officers and staff. LTJG Brian Luttrell is the
Squadron’s commanding officer, and Chuck McCarty,
Division 5’s Vice Commander served as the OPTREX
Operations Chief.
The OPTREX curriculum centered on Search
and Rescue principles and practices, and the skill sets
necessary to execute a search plan underway. The objective of the event was to provide hands-on experience in search planning and navigation, boat operations, radio communications, heaving line, and marlinspike. An orientation course was added for the purpose of providing greater familiarity with map and
compass, and with time-speed-distance calculations.
Underway activities included a multi-unit
search and rescue exercise (SAREX). Cadets had the
opportunity to actively scan the tules for a prepositioned search object, a simulated person in the water, while the vessels were operated by the Squadron
staff officers who owned the boats. The vessels, with
call signs Sierra Charlie 1 through Sierra Charlie 4,
each carried an operator, a safety observer/navigator,

and two cadets who were tasked with radio operations
and chart plotting.
In addition to the Sierra Charlies, Auxiliary Vessels 381454 String O’ Pearls and 211225 Mars provided
a safety presence, tended the search object, and served
as the underway photography platform.
Planning for the OPTREX commenced in December 2009, shortly after the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between the USNSCC, USCG,
and USCGAUX. The event was developed in accordance with the dictates of the MOU, and was planned
using the Incident Command System. A fully-staffed
ICS hierarchy was established, and the OPTREX was
executed accordingly.
The Squadron made camp on Friday, 20AUG,
and were joined early on 21AUG by the Division’s setup team. Instructional stations, land-mobile communications vehicles, and the First Aid station were all positioned and readied for the commencement of activities.
The OPTREX commenced with a preliminary
briefing which covered the plan of the day, instructional objectives, safety considerations, and assignment of duties. Once done with the preliminaries, instruction began with an all-hands SAR briefing. At
this point the cadets were briefed on the fundamentals
of SAR operations and phases, while the vessel operators were briefed on the location of the search area and
the duties of each vessel.
The cadets were formed into companies of
eight, and the companies rotated through the instructional stations. Three SAREX sorties were conducted.
While one company of cadets was underway, the other
two rotated through the shore-side activities.
All hands reported a full — engaging OPTREX.
In the words of one cadet, “this is awesome!”
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Today’s U.S. Naval Sea Cadets are tomorrow’s
Coastguardsmen, Sailors, and Marines, and it’s a privilege to assist in providing some of the foundational
experiences of their preparation for those future roles.
Enthusiasm for underway operations and the desire to
serve America through the Sea Services is a common

and profound characteristic in the members of both
organizations. At Brannan Island, these cadets got a
full dose of these forces, which should propel them
into adulthood with enthusiasm and sea-going desires
of their own. ©

Coast Guard Auxiliary & Sea Cadet OPTREX
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Coast Guard Auxiliary & Sea Cadet AUXOP
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Message from: LTJG Brian Luttrell, "SCC Commanding Officer - Diablo Squadron / Training Ship Concord
to Captain Alan Johnson, Skipper of the Courageous following Cruise on 2 October, 2010
It was such a pleasure meeting you and Joe Intemann last
Saturday. The five sea cadets, my XO, Sharon Steelhammer and
I all had a wonderful time on the Courageous last Saturday. I
want to thank you and Joe again for giving up your weekend to
give us all a familiarization cruise and impart your extensive sailing knowledge to our sea cadets. The cadets all learned a lot and
enjoyed a sailing experience they will not forget.
I am very excited by the steps taken by the Contra Costa
Council Navy League board members towards adopting the Courageous. What a win-win situation for all organizations involved! We are all very fortunate to have such an active and motivated Navy League council & board. I would be honored to be
present at the formal burgee / pennant presentation ceremony
with the U.C. Berkeley N.R.O.T.C and the CCC Navy League. I
hope to have the opportunity to meet the CO of the N.R.O.T.C.
and continue to build a strong relationship with you, the N.R.O.T.C. and the Contra Costa Council Navy League.
Your proposal for four naval sea cadet training evolutions aboard the Courageous in 2011 sounds like a very good
idea. I also like the idea of having three or four primary crew
positions for the cadets to train and become qualified on. The
goal of cadets demonstrating their sailing skills for the Navy
League aboard the Courageous is an outstanding idea and one
I think the NLUS board would enjoy. Once I review the documentation you provided and share our recent experiences with
the rest of my staff, I will contact you to further develop and
refine a sea cadet training plan.
I have tentatively scheduled a 2011 Diablo Squadorn
planning meeting at my home for Saturday, November 13 from 1600 2000. At this meeting, we will be setting target dates for each of our sea
cadet drill and training evolutions planned for 2011. It would be wonderful if you could join us for the meeting. I will share more details soon.
Message from Captain Alan Johnson to LTJG Brian Luttrell

Brian,
It was a pleasure for Joe Intemann and me to host your Sea Cadet
group for a "Familiarization Cruise" aboard Courageous. Your Cadets are
sharp-looking, curious and obedient young men and women and they eagerly accepted training in crew duties.
Joe and I were proud to fly the Contra Costa Navy League Pennant
from Courageous' flag halyard during our Familiarization Cruise. I suggest that we schedule a ceremony with the U.C. Berkeley N.R.O.T.C. and
you and the Navy League leadership make a formal presentation of the
pennant as a symbol of your "Adoption" of Courageous by the
USNL. You and I discussed some ideas for a continuing relationship between the N.R.O.T.C and the Contra Costa Sea Cadets unit. ©
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Jan.

C

Feb.

Apr.

M
May

I

N

……….

No events scheduled

Dates to Remember

Council Board Meeting

24

Sea Services Awards Dinner

05

Council Board Meeting

17

Mare Island Tour… Roger and Holly Meininger will plan the event

…………. No Council Board Meeting This month
26

Discovery Bay/ANTS

TBA

Sector Event/Chinese Lunch, Lighthouse Tour & Vessel Traffic
Service (VTS) Tour at YBI postponed at least to June (dock repair)

Jun.

07

Council Board Meeting

Jul.

04

July 4th Parades

12

Council Board Meeting

02

Council Board Meeting

TBA

Region Awards Luncheon, C. G. Island

12

USCG Dinner, Lafayette Vet’s Build.

13

Council Board Meeting

24

USCG Station Vallejo Cook-out

04

Council Board Meeting

7-10

Fleet Week Activities (Blue Angels)

28

Navy/Marine Birthday Dinner

01

Council Board Meeting

TBA

California Maritime Acad. Tour- Lunch

06

Council Board Meeting

08

Pearl Harbor dinner

18

Toys for Tots Christmas Brunch

Aug.

Sep.
Oct.

T
S

Annual planning meeting… Lafayette Veteran’s Building

Commissioning of USCG Cutter Waesche

V
E

30

07

N

E

Election/Installation of Officers & Directors

Mar. 01

O

G

21

Nov.
Dec.

Editorial Pursuant to the recent Memorandum of Understanding between the USCG Auxiliary and the
Navy League U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps Bill Kinsey planned and orchestrated an OPTREX utilizing the
Incident Command System pattern involving Contra Costa County Sea Cadets (Diablo Squadron), Division Five US Coast Guard Auxiliary and the US Coast Guard. This was the first such joint operation conducted in the country. Mucho Kudos to Bill for all the planning and execution of this highly successful
joint operation. George C. Knies
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Contra Costa Council
Navy League U.S.
4551 Alhambra Way
Martinez, CA 94553

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Please enroll me as a Navy Leaguer Today!

I am not a U.S. Citizen □ I am a U.S. Citizen □
Type of Membership ( Please Check One):

__________________________________________________________________________________

Name(s) (Mr., Mrs., Dr. etc.) First Name

Middle Initial

Last Name

__________________________________________________________
Name of Spouse: (Mr., Mrs., etc.) First Name, Middle Initial, Last Name

Indvidual One Year Membership…………$50.00
Joint Husband/Wife One Year .………….. $85.00
Individual Two Year Membership………..$90.00
Individual three Year Membership……...$125.00
Individual Life Membership……………...$500.00

_________________________________________________________
Address: Number,

Street Name, (Apt., Ste., P.O. Box)

Date of birth

________________________________________________________
City

State

Business Phone

Associate One Year (non US citizen)…….$50.00
Method of payment:
Check enclosed (Made payable to: NLUS) or
VISA

E-Mail

_________________________________________________________
Sponsor’s Last Name Sponsor’s Membership #

Active Duty Military Spouse………………$30.00

Zip code (+4)

_________________________________________________________
Home Phone

Joint Husband/Wife Life Membership….$750.00

New Member in Council

MAIL APPLICATIO" TO: Gynithe E. La Salle
29 Leeds Court West * Danville, CA 94526-4311

Mastercard

AMEX

______________________________________________
Card #
Exp. Date
______________________________________________
Signature
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